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Approach stakeboat

Start Pontoon
(with 

Umpires)

• Go past the stakeboat

• Pull into line with the stakeboat

• Paddle or drift backwards, staying straight

• As soon as the stern is attached, the boat will start to swing, so stay alert. Especially cox and bow pair.



Do NOT approach stakeboat

Start Pontoon
(with 

Umpires)

X
X
X• If the boat is at an angle when the stern is attached

• The stream and the wind will turn the boat more quickly than you can straighten it



Paddling at frontstops – arms only

Stake 
boat

• Bow comes to frontstops
• With his/her right hand only, paddles, using only his/her arms
• Up to half of the crew can do this
• The other half sit the boat level



Scratching the boat

Stake 
boat

• Bow passes his/her blade handle to 2 
• 2 paddles using his/her arms only, with the blade parallel to the boat
• This is very effective
• Up to half of the crew can do this
• The other half sit the boat level
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